
Use of Force Incidents
Reporting Guide

This Use of Force Incidents: Reporting Guide provides guidance on the submission of each use
of force incident, as required by Chapter 391 of 2021 (House Bill 1248).1

Introduction
Chapter 391 of 2021 (House Bill 1248) requires local law enforcement agencies to report
specified information on each use of force incident to the Governor’s Office of Crime
Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services (Office) by March 1, 2022, and each March 1 thereafter.2

Specifically, law enforcement agencies must report each use of force incident involving an
employed police officer that resulted in a monetary settlement or judgment against the law
enforcement agency, for the previous year, to the Office by March 1 of each year, as it relates to
the following:

1. The age, gender, ethnicity, and race of each individual involved in the incident;
2. The age, gender, ethnicity, and race of the police officer involved in the incident;
3. A brief description of the circumstances surrounding the incident;
4. The date, time, and location of the incident;
5. The date on which the civil action was filed;
6. The data on which the civil action was resolved; and

2 Maryland General Assembly. (2020). Chapter 11, Acts of 2020. In March 2020, the Governor’s Office of Crime
Control and Prevention was renamed the Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services.

1 Maryland General Assembly. (2021). Chapter 391 of 2021 (House Bill 1248), Public Safety - Police Officer - Data
Collection and Reporting.

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov//2020RS/Chapters_noln/CH_11_eo.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1248/?ys=2021rs
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1248/?ys=2021rs


7. The amount of the settlement or judgment awarded to the plaintiff.

The Act also requires the Office to adopt procedures for the collection and analysis of the
required information. Furthermore, the Office must compile and submit the information in an
annual report to the General Assembly by June 30 of each year, and publish the report on its
website.

Reporting Guide
Each use of force incident involving a police officer employed by the law enforcement agency
that resulted in a monetary settlement or judgment against the law enforcement agency can be
entered into an electronic survey instrument which includes the data elements required by
Chapter 391 of 2021 (House Bill 1248). Below are images of the electronic survey instrument
that was distributed to all law enforcement agencies in the State of Maryland for the purpose of
this report.
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